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1 was c[e[igﬁtea( when Tr(f CBarsEy invited me to }mint these two iconic moments, in American
ﬁistory ca}aturec( in the title “The Mittens and the Dove”. ‘]-[aving ﬁeretofore ]oaintezf most[y
Joersona( Suﬁjects, 7 was honored to have an opportunity to represent a figure with as wicfesyreac[
a Jaositive inffuence as Bernie Sanders. Desyite an increasing[y }aofam’zec[ Joofitica[ climate, Bernie
has remained stauncﬁfy committed to acfafressing the issues that }afague both American society
and the international community. From protesting segregation in schools to acfvocating
Joassionate[y for health care for all] from creating sister cities Beyoncf US borders and comﬁam’ng
climate cﬁange, he not on[y syeaﬁs with admirable conviction, but he has proven, time and time
again, his Wi[(ingness to take action.

The viral mittens }oﬁoto is loved Ey many }oeoyfe, with gooc[ reason. ‘A visiﬁ[y-cofcf ‘Bernie
sits bundled in an o(ive-green coat with his mitten-covered hands crossed c(ose(y over each other.
The occasion was historical, but Bernie’s humble outﬁt reminds us that there are matters of
much greater importance than the ihauguration itseﬁ(, and that our sigﬁts should be set on the

future‘ In my inte@retation of the image, 7 wanted to maintain my sty[e (yc ]oainter(y brush
strokes, while still capturing the ﬁumi[ity and weigﬁt of the moment tﬁrougﬁ both muted colors
and the focusecf expression across ‘Bernie’s face. While the mittens and dove instances occurred
sqoamte(y, the addition of the bird on his shoulder syeaﬁs to his em}aatﬁetic and comyassionate
character that has led him to sit in that very position.

For the second }aainting, 1 was ins]oirecf to be a little more Ja[ayfu[ and illustrative in
sty[e, color, and Suﬁject matter to com}afement the more serious, albeit a bit humorous expression
in my other piece. Bernie’s mittens are in action, semfing a “dove” into the air. While we can’t
see Niis ex]oression, this work aims to showcase Bernie Sanders’s forwarc[—(ooﬁing mindset, and his
_perseverance in the sometimes frustmting cﬁa[[enge to pursue positive cﬁanges in American
Jooficy.

7am Eeyoncf gmtefu[ for this opportunity to share one of my greatest passions, and to
direct my love (y( painting tﬁrougﬁ these cfe}?ictions of awesome moments in American ﬁistory.
This oyyortunity, created tﬁmugﬁ classroom work with ﬂ’rof CBarsﬁy, has convinced me to never
stop painting.
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