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Artist Statement

My work engages Blackness in higher education through the concept of the Black Border, a
psychological space where cultural inheritance and institutional expectation converge and
conflict. This idea emerges from my experience preparing to travel to Nigeria, where I found
myself suspended between Black British identity and ancestral belonging. Within the university,
this tension often appears as a negotiation between authentic selthood and the quiet demands of
academic respectability.

I interrogate what I call the institution’s scientific telescope, a gaze that positions Black students
as objects of scrutiny rather than authors of knowledge. Why are we so often observed,
measured, and interpreted instead of recognized as intellectual agents in our own right?

Free verse poetry became my chosen form because it mirrors this condition. Its fragmentation
and fluidity reflect the nonlinear experience of inhabiting multiple cultural worlds at once. The
form resists containment, much like the identities it seeks to hold.

This process also revealed a deep vulnerability, raising an urgent question: What would an
educational system look like if it did not require us to abbreviate our names, our languages, or
ourselves to belong?

By centering these tensions, my work resists the ongoing erasure of Black intellectual and
cultural traditions in higher education and insists on their visibility, complexity, and authority.



